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Abstract In this paper, the degenerate scale for plate
problem is studied. For the continuous model, we use
the null-field integral equation, Fourier series and the
series expansion in terms of degenerate kernel for fun-
damental solutions to examine the solvability of BIEM
for circular thin plates. Any two of the four boundary
integral equations in the plate formulation may be
chosen. For the discrete model, the circulant is employed
to determine the rank deficiency of the influence matrix.
Both approaches, continuous and discrete models, lead
to the same result of degenerate scale. We study the
nonunique solution analytically for the circular plate
and find degenerate scales. The similar properties of
solvability condition between the membrane (Laplace)
and plate (biharmonic) problems are also examined. The
number of degenerate scales for the six boundary inte-
gral formulations is also determined.

Keywords Plate - Biharmonic problem - Degenerate
scale - Boundary integral equation method -
Boundary element method - Circulant

1 Introduction

During the recent decades, BEM has been recognized
as an effective approach in numerical analysis over
than the FDM and FEM for some specific problems.
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But, there are some pitfalls imbedded in the BEM,
e.g., the degenerate scale [9, 12] and fictitious fre-
quency [14] regarding to the solvability of formula-
tions. Many treatments were employed to overcome
the rank-deficiency problem e.g., rigid body motion
method [13], SVD updating technique [13], Burton and
Miller concept [10]. It is well known that the special
geometry size may result in a nonunique solution for
potential problems, and the size is coined degenerate
scale. It means that the term ‘“‘scale” stems from the
fact that degenerate mechanism depends on the
geometry size used when the BEM is implemented.

The degenerate scale problems (nonuniqueness) in
BEM for potential problem [23] and plane elasticity [2,
17, 21, 22] have been done even for the plate problem
(biharmonic equation) [18, 24] and numerical experi-
ments have been performed [9]. Chen et al. [9, 12] have
determined the degenerate scale for Laplace and Navier
operators by using circulant and series expansion in
terms of degenerate kernel for fundamental solutions
[20]. For the degenerate scale of multiply-connected do-
main problems, Tomlinson et al. [30] and Mitra and Das
[26] have solved for Laplace and biharmonic equations
using BEM, respectively. In the recent work, Chen et al.
[9] studied the degenerate scale for simply-connected and
multiply-connected problems by using degenerate kernel
and circulant in a discrete model for circular and annular
cases. However, to the authors’ best knowledge, the skill
of degenerate kernel has not been employed to study the
degenerate scale problem of plate. This paper employs
the degenerate kernel as a mathematical tool to study the
degenerate scale problem of plate.

From the mathematical point of view, we solve har-
monic problems by means of Green’s identity which
leads to integral equations for the direct BEMs. This
equation does not have a unique solution for certain
boundary curves (I" contour in [25]) and they are char-
acterized by means of the logarithmic capacity [3,19] (or
transfinite boundary, mapping radius, conformal
radius). For a circle, the logarithmic capacity is equal to
the radius. A rigorous study was proposed mathemati-
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cally by Chudinovich and Costanda [4-8, 17] and
Christiansen [3] for the plate problem (biharmonic
equation) on the occuring mechanism of the degenerate
scale. Although mathematicians [3] also encountered the
nonunique problem in BIEM, the addressed BIEs are
not the same as those used by the BEM researchers.
Numerical difficulties due to nonuniqueness of solutions
have been overcome by employing the necessary and
sufficient boundary integral equation (NSBIE) and
boundary contour method [27, 29]. On the other hand,
engineers always used the BEM program as a black box.
Therefore, they may not understand the possible failure
of the method and may take risk when a degenerate scale
occurs. We will fill the gap between the mathematicians
and engineers and demonstrate how the degenerate scale
problem occurs.

In this paper, the biharmonic operator instead of the
Laplacian or Navier operator is considered. The static
plate problem is solved by using the BIEM and BEM in
the continuous and discrete models, respectively. In the
conventional BEM for the Laplace and the Navier prob-
lems, we have proved the existence of one (Laplace) and
two (Navier) degenerate scales when the geometry is
special. Theoretical results for the degenerate scale of bi-
harmonic operator for rectangles and triangles have been
done by Costabel and Dauge [19]. Numerical results using
the symmetric Galerkin BEM for ellipse and multiply
connected problems were also given by Vodicka and
Manti¢[31]. The fact that the number of degenerate scales
for the Navier equation can be one or two was also found
[19]. Engineers always do not take notice of the number of
degenerate scales for the biharmonic problem. Since any
two boundary integral equations in the plate formulation
(essential and natural sets) can be chosen, six (Cﬁ) ap-
proaches can be considered. We may wonder how many
degenerate scales may appear in the BIEM and BEM for
plate problems. By using the six options, we have different
degenerate scales for each choice. In the discrete model,
the series expansion in terms of degenerate kernel for the
fundamental solution and circulant are employed to study
the rank-deficiency problem in the influence matrix. The
occurring mechanism of degenerate scale for simply-
connected plate problems in each formulation is studied
analytically by using the continuous and discrete models.
Besides, the similar properties of degenerate scale between
the membrane (Laplace) and plate (biharmonic) problems
are examined. The nontrivial modes, rigid body mode and
spurious mode, for the Laplace and biharmonic problems
are studied. Finally, the number of degenerate scales for
each boundary integral formulation is determined.

2 Dual boundary integral equations for simply-connected
biharmonic problems

Consider the Kirchhoff plate [1] under distributed load
w(x) as shown in Fig. I, the governing equation is
written as follows:

V“u*(x):M,er, (1)
D

where u*(x) is the lateral displacement, Dzis the flexural
rigidity of the plate expressed as D = 12<1 371 oy in terms of
Young’s modulus £, the Poisson ratio v and the plate
thickness 4, and Q is the domain of the thin plate. For
the boundary conditions of the clamped case, simply-
supported case and free case, we have

u'(x) =0,0"(x) = X € B, (2)
u'(x) =0,m"(x) =0, xé€B, (3)
m*(x) =0,0"(x) =0, x€B (4)

respectively, where B is the boundary, 0"(x), m*(x) and
v*(x) are the slope, normal moment and effective shear
force, respectively. Since the governing equation con-
tains the body force, the problem is reformulated to
homogeneous PDE by using the splitting method as
follows:

Viu(x) =0, x€Q, (5)
and the essential boundary conditions are changed to
ulx) = i(x), aléi) 0(x), xe€B. (6)
The mixed-type boundary conditions are

u(x) = a(x),m(x) = m(x), x€B. (7)
The natural boundary conditions are

m(x) = m(x),v(x) = 0(x), x€B. (8)

The operators of slope, normal moment and effective
shear force are derived by

0a) = A oslue)) = 2, )
2M X
m(x) = () = W) + (1 -0 S (1)
o) = o ) = T 1) 2 S,
w(x) = w=constant

uniform pressure

Fig. 1 The Kirchoff clamped plate under distributed load



where A9 (), # m«(-) and A", () mean the operators
with respect to x; n and ¢ are the normal vector and
tangential vector, respectively.

2.1 Mathematical formulation for biharmonic problems
using the dual boundary integral equations

The integral equations for the domain point of bihar-
monic problems can be derived from the Rayleigh-
Green identity as follows [16]:

87u(x /{ U(s, x)o(s) + ©(s, x)m(s)
—M(s x)0(s) + V(s,x)u(s) }dB(s), x € Q, (12)
870(x /{ Up(s,x)0(s) + Op(s,x)m(s)
—Mg(s,x)ﬂ(s)—i- Va(s,x)u(s) dB(s), x€Q, (13)
87m(x /{st()+® (s, x)m(s)
—Mm(s,x)0(5)+Vm(s,x)u(s)}dB(s), xeQ, (14)
87u(x /{ Uy (s5,x)0(s) + Oy (s, x)m(s)
fMU(s,x)H(s)Jer(s,x)u(s)}dB(s), xeQ, (15)

where s and x are the source and field points,
respectively, U, ©, M, V, Uy, ®y, My, Vy, U,, O,
M,, Vn, U,, ©,, M, and V, are the kernel functions
which are listed in Appendix A by using the series
expansion in terms of degenerate kernel. The kernel
function U(s,x) is the fundamental solution which
satisfies

ViU (x,s5) = 8nd(x — 5), (16)

where d(x — s) is the Dirac-delta function. Then, we can
obtain the fundamental solution as follows:

Ul(x,s) = r*Inr, (17)

where r is the distance between x and s (r = |x — s|). We
choose the null-field integral equations to study the
degenerate scale problem analytically. Once the field
point x locates outside the domain, the null-field BIEs in
Eqgs. (12)—(15) yield

o_/{ U(s,x)o(s) + ©(s, x)m(s)

—M(s,x)e( )+ V(s,x)u(s)} dB(s), xeQ,  (18)
o_/{ Ua(s, x)0(s) + @q(s, x)m(s)

—Mg(s,x)Q(s) + Vy(s,x)u(s)} dB(s), xeQf, (19)
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0= /{—Um(s,x)v(s) + 0,,(s,x)m(s)

— My (s,x)0(s) 4+ Viu(s,x)u(s)} dB(s), xe€ Q¢ (20)
0—/{st )+ Oy (s, x)m(s)
— M, (s,x)0(s) + V,(s,x)u(s) }dB(s), xe€Q°,  (21)

where Q° is the complementary domain. By using the
series expansion in terms of degenerate kernel, the BIE
for the ““boundary point™ is derived easily through the
null-field integral equation without the jump and free
terms. When the boundary is uniformly discretized into
2N constant elements, the linear algebraic equations of
Egs. (18)—(21) by moving the field point x close to the
boundary Bt are obtained as follows:

[Ul{v;} + My]{0;} = [Oy]{m;} + [Vi]{u;}, (22)
[U{o} + {0} = [©71{m;} + [V {u}, (23)
(U v} + IMEI0} = [©71{m;} + [V u}, (24)
[Uilv;} + IME{0;} = [0 ]{m;} + [Vi{u;}, (25)

where [Uy]. (0], [M,]. (7). [UJ). (©0). [MY). (V). (Ug)
(©7], M), 177 (U], [0}, [M;] and [F] are the sixteen
influence matrices with a dimension 2N x 2N, {u;}, {0,},
{m;} and {v;} are the vectors of boundary data with a
dimension 2N x 1. After substituting the boundary
condition, we expand the sixteen kernel functions into
series form in terms of degenerate kernels as shown in
Appendix A and substitute them into boundary integral
formulation in the continuous and discrete models. To
derive the degenerate scale analytically, a circular plate
is demonstrated.

2.2 Existence of the degenerate scale for a circular
plate — continuous model (BIEM)

For the clamped, simply-supported and free circular
plates, we demonstrate the existence of degenerate scale
by employing the BIEs in the continuous model. Since
any two BIEs in the plate formulation (essential and
natural sets) are chosen, six (C3) options are considered.
Although a circular case lacks generality, it leads sig-
nificant insight into the occurring mechanism of degen-
erate scale.

Case 1. Clamped plate

The moment and shear force, m(s) and v(s), are ex-
panded into Fourier series as shown below:
o0
m(s) = py+ Y _(p}, cos(nb) + g; sin(n0)),
n=1

sE€B, (26)
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v(s) = ag + i(az cos(nl) + b sin(nf)), seB, (27)

n=1
where pf, pt, q5, af, a, and b are the undetermined
Fourier coefficients for m(s) and v(s), 0 is the angle on
the circular boundary and the superscript ¢ denotes the
clamped case. By using the null-field integral equations
of Egs. (18) and (19), the clamped boundary conditions,
u(s) and 0(s), are substituted. By using the series

where the coefficients g§, g5, A5, g;¢, g,¢ and k¢ are all
known. In this case, we have the R = p = a for the direct
BIEM and dB(s) =a df for the circular plate with
radius a. By employing the orthogonality condition of
the Fourier bases, we construct the relations of the
Fourier coefficients among a;,, b;,, p; and ¢;,. Combining
the two integral equations in Egs. (28) and (29) and
comparing with the coefficients, we assemble them into
the matrix forms as shown below:

expansion in terms of degenerate kernel and substituting o g
the boundary densities in Eqgs. (26) and (27) into the [SM,Z]M{ 2”} { " } m=0,1,2,3,. (32)
BIEs, we have P In
2n b (}*C
00 [SM;:I]2><2{ Z’}—{‘Tc}7m—172,3,... (33)
£1(@) =~ [ Uls.)la5 + (e cos(an) @)k
0 n=1 where the coefficients on the right-hand side of the equal
+ 5 sin(n0))]ad0 sign in Egs. (32) and (33) are known and those of the
" left-hand side are undetermined; the superscripts, e and
2 o0 o, denote the even part for cos(m¢) and odd part for
+ / O(s,x)[pf + Z(sz cos(n0) sin(m¢), respectively. The matrices, [SM¢] and [SM?],
0 n=1 are shown below
+ ¢¢ sin(n0))]add, x € B, (28) e 2R*(1 + Inp) +2p*Inp —4R(1 +1np)
2 N ISMg] = 28 4+ 2p(1 4 21n p) =48 ’
S(P) = —/ Uy (s,x)[ag + Z(af; cos(n0) m=0
0 n=l (34)
+ b sin(nf))]ado R ,
2 ] = p(1+21np)+3£ —Rp(1+21np)_12i
oo 1 frd
- / (s, x)[p§ + Zl(p; cos(n0) (3+2lnp) —3&  —R(3+2lnp) +£;
o "~ m=1
+ ¢, sin(n0))]ad0, x € B, (29) (35)
(SMe] = —(m — I)R3 + (m+ I)Rp2 (m+2)(m— I)R2 —m(m + l)p2
" m(m = DR = (m—2)(m+ DRp*  —m(m +2)(m — )R> + m(m + 1)(m — 2)p*
m=273,... (36)
where f{(¢) and f5(¢) are the terms due to the specified 1421 R _po(l4+2Inp) — &
boundary conditions. Moreover, f and /3 can be [sp0] = p(l+21Inp) +5; pL+2Inp) =3
expressed in terms of Fourier series (3+2Inp) -3  —R(3+2Inp)+L£5
4 c o c C o =1
fi(p) =gp + Z[gn cos(n¢) + kS, sin(n)] (30) m
n=1 (37)
SMC] —(m — 1)R* 4 (m + 1)Rp? (m+2)(m— 1DR> — m(m + 1)p>
m(m — 1R — (m —2)(m+ 1)Rp*>  —m(m +2)(m — D)R*> + m(m + 1)(m — 2)p*
m=23,... (38)

" cos(ng) + k¢ sin(n¢)] (31)

_q0+z

respectively. It is interesting to find that the coefficients
of Egs. (35) and (36) are the same to Eqs. (37) and (38),
respectively. We determine the unknown coefficients by



using the Eqgs. (32) and (33). For the occurring mecha-
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2p%(1421 R* 2(3
nism of the degenerate scale, we examine the zero [SM}]= p 2( np)+ ) (3+v) ’
determinants for [SM¢] and [SM?]. In Egs. (34), (36) and —2p°R(3+2Inp) + R 2(3+v)
(38), the determinants of the three matrices are not zero m=1 (43)
R 2 2(v1)=m(v—1 2

1101 — 1] T T % +(1 =&
SMal =1 2 2 (m=D=20+1) | (1=»)(=m+2) |’

m=273,... (44)

for any value of a (Here, R = p = a). It is found that the
zero determinants of influence matrices in Egs. (35) and
(37) occur in the direct BIEM (p = R = a) since

det[SM{] = det[SM7]

= —16a*(1 + In(a)) =0, (39)
As (1 +1In a) becomes zero in Eq. (39), it indicates that
the radius of value e! is the degenerate scale. In other
words, we encounter the nonunique solution in mathe-

matics because the matrices of [SM{] and [SM7] are
singular.

m=1.

respectively. The zero determinants of influence matrices
in Eqgs. (41) and (43) occur in the direct BIEM
(p = R = a) since

16a*(v + 3)(1 + In(a)) = 0, (45)

As (14 In(a)) becomes zero in Eq. (45), it means that
the radius approaches the degenerate scale of e™!.

m=1.

Case 3. Free plate

Similarly, the matrices [SM¢] and [SM?] are obtained as
4n(1+v)(1+Inp) O

Case 2. Simply-supported plate [SMg] = { 4n(1 +v) O] ;o m=0 (46)
For the simply-supported circular plate, the matrices . R -1
[SM¢] and [SM] are obtained as [SM] = {R 1 } m=1 (47)
m(v—1)=2(v 2 m(l—v)— 2
[SME] B o (1 1)m2(1+1) + (1 o V)F ( (1 R\) 4) +m(1 o V)%
ml T m(v—1)=2(v+1) + (1 _ V)(—m + 2)£ m(m(1—v)—4) + m(_m + 2)(1 _ v)i )
P R? Rp R3
m=273,... (48)
2 2 R -1
i5Me] = R(21+12np)+p Inp 2(1+v)(1+ Inp) | [SMf]:[ ] e 1 (49)
R>+ p*(1+21n p) 2(1+v) R -1
m=20
(40)
_W‘F(I_W% M*‘m(l_v)ﬁ_i
[SM,,] = m(v—1)—2(v+1) o m(m(1-v)—4) P
f—k(l —V)(=m+2)& T+m(_m+2)(l — V)
m=273,... (50)
202(1+2Inp)+ R 23 +v) respectively. By examining the zero determinants in Egs.
[SM}] = 5 5 , (46)—(50) for the free case, we find that there are no
—2p°R(3+21Inp)+ R 2(3+v) (41) occurring mechanism of the degenerate scale but rigid
m=1 body solution. It is easy to check that the zero deter-
_R? 2 2(v+1)—m(v—1 2
e m(mjirl) m(rftfl) ( )m ) + (1 B V) %
SMa = | 2 2 (m=1)=20+1)) | (1=v)(=m+2) |
W—m(m+2)(m—l)R +mim+1)(m—2)p o + 0
m=2,3, (42)
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minant of matrices occur for any size of a since the row
vectors in Egs. (46), (47) and (49) are linearly dependent.
The zero determinant results in rigid body modes instead
of degenerate scales. The boundary densities, m(s) and
v(s), are zeros due to free boundary condition. From the
Egs. (46), (47) and (49), we obtain the boundary eigen-
vector corresponding to the zero eigenvalue (multiplicity
= 3) as

ao 0 0 0
Po 1 0 0
aj 0 1 0
P1 0 a 0
am | _ 0 0 0
by 0 0 1
q1 0 0 a
b, 0 0 0
I 0 0 0

where ki, k» and k3 are the arbitrary coefficients. By
substituting the series expansion in terms of degenerate
kernel and boundary densities of Eq. (51) into the
boundary integral equation of Eq. (12), we have the
nontrivial potential u(x)

u(x) = u(p, ) = constant, m =20 (52)
) = up, ) = peosg, m=1 (53)
u(x) =u(p,d) = %p sing, m=1. (54)

The zero determinant for the free case results in the three
rigid body solutions of Egs. (52), (53) and (54) for any
value of a. All the degenerate scales for the three
boundary conditions by using the six formulations are
summarized in Table 1.

Table 1 Degenerate scales for different boundary in the continuous
and discrete models using the boundary integral equation

Boundary condition Clamped and Free
Simply-supported

Formulations

u, 0 formulation I+ Ina =0 Never zero

u, m formulation Lv - 1D(1+21n a) Never zero
21 + v) (1 + Ina)]
[v+vina-Inal =0

u, v formulation I+ na)(v—4-2 Never zero
Ina+ 2vina) =0

0, m formulation lI+haorvd + Ina Never zero
-lna-21=0

0, v formulation v(3+ 2Ina) Never zero
-2lna=0

m, v formulation Never zero Never zero

According to the results of the degenerate scale
problem in the continuous model, we find that the same
degenerate scales occur for the problems subject to the
clamped and simply-supported boundary conditions and
are mathematically realizable which means that the
problem is uniquely solvable but the BIE has zero
eigenvalue. For the free case, zero determinant results
from zero eigenvalue due to the rigid body solution
which is physically realizable. Since any two equations in
the plate formulation (Egs. (18)—(21)) can be chosen,
6(C3) options of the formulation are considered. If we
choose different formulae for either one of the the
clamped, simply-supported or free circular cases, we find
that the occurrence of the degenerate scale only depends
on the formulation instead of the specified boundary
condition. In other words, the clamped, simply-sup-
ported and free circular plates results in the same
degenerate scale, once the same formulation is chosen.

2.3 Existence of the degenerate scale for a circular
plate — discrete model (BEM)

Case 1. Clamped case

For the clamped case, Egs. (22) and (23) can be rewritten
as

{/{} = [-UH{v} + [©{m},

{3} = [=Usl{v} + [Og]{m}.
By assembling Egs. (55) and (56) together, we have

{2}~ (1)
where

Since the rotation symmetry is preserved for a circular
boundary with uniform nodes, the influence matrices for
the discrete model are found to be circulants. Therefore,
we have the eigenvalues of [SM],

8n2a*[1+In(a)+(In(a))?], 1=0,
4rlat(1+1 I=+1,
Jc= _7127?26[14[—%] =17 43 (59)
T A R
+(N-1),=N

According to the zero determinant of the [SM¢] matrix,
we examine the existence of the degenerate scales. For the
case of / = 0 in Eq. (59), the term of 1 + In(a) + (In(a))?
is positive for any value of a. We obtain the possible
degenerate scales and find the occurring mechanism of
the degenerate scales in the discrete model by using
the circulants for the circular plate. In the clamped
case, we have the degenerate scale e~! when 1 + In(a)
approaches zero. The result of the Eq. (59) in the
discrete model matches well with the Eq. (39) in the
continuous model.



Case 2. Simply-supported case

For the simply-supported circular plate, we have the
eigenvalues of [SM"] [32]
—8m%a*(1 +v)[1 + 2 In(a)
+2( In(a))’], 1 =0,
75 ={ 4n2a3 (3 +v)[1 + In(a)],

> 3(1=2) (=D~ (1]+1))
A i Sy

] =42,43,... (N —-1),N

[TPRL}
S

[==+1, (60)

where the superscript denotes the simply-supported
case. By examining the zero determinant of the matrix
[SM®], we obtain the possible degenerate scale of
1 4 In(a) in the discrete model when / = +1. It is noted
that the case of / = 0 in Eq. (60) are always positive for
any value of & due to the positive term of
1+ 2 In(a) + 2(In(a))*. We have the same degenerate
scale of the clamped case by using the circulants for the
circular plate. It indicates that the radius of e~! is the
degenerate scale. The result of the Eq. (60) in the discrete
model matches well with the Eq. (45) in the continuous
model.

Case 3. Free case

For the free circular plate, we have the eigenvalues of
[SM'][32]

0, 1=0,

0, I==1,

42 1P(v=1)2 —4|I]y(v = 1) +4(v2 —v —3),
[=4+2,43,...,£(N—1),+N

W=

(61)

By examining the determinant of matrix [SM/], we
find that no degenerate scale but rigid body motion
appears for the free case in the discrete model. It
implies that we can solve the rigid body solution in-
stead of worrying about the occurrence of the degen-
erate scale. For the cases of /=0 and / =+1 in Eq.
(61), the determinants are zero. In the clamped and
simply-supported cases, there are no rigid body
modes. For the free case, we may wonder why the
three nontrivial modes exist in this case. The detailed
discussions are addressed in Sect. 3. The result of the
Eq. (61) in the discrete model matches well with the
result of Eq. (51) in the continuous model. After
comparing the results of continuous model with those
of discrete model for the degenerate scale, good
agreement is made. If we choose different formulae for
either one of the clamped, simply-supported and free
circular plate cases, we find that the occurrence of the
degenerate scale only depends on the formulation in-
stead of the boundary condition. It is interesting to
find that the degenerate scale problem does not occur
in the m — v formulation. All the results are summa-
rized in Table 1.
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2.4 Discussion on nonuniqueness and relation
of degenerate scale between the Laplace
and biharmonic equations

The existence of nonuniqueness in the solution of
boundary value problems (BVPs) by means of various
integral representation can be categorized to three types.
One is that the rigid body solution is imbedded in
the boundary integral formulation for the Neumann or
traction problem. Another kind of nonuniqueness
appears in the plane BVP where a degenerate (critical)
scale results in the zero eigenvalue of the influence ma-
trix. The other kind of non-unique solutions occur when
the hypersinglar or traction BIE is applied especially for
multiply-connected problems.

Let us focus on the relation between the degenerate
scale problem in the Laplace and biharmonic problems
subject to different boundary conditions. For the La-
place problem, the phenomenon of degenerate scale,
In(a) = 0, occurs when using the singular (UT) formu-
lation to solve the Dirichlet problem as shown in Fig. 2.
The occurrence of the degenerate scale is mathematically
realizable. But there are no degenerate scale for the
Neumann problem when using the singular (UT) or
hypersingular (LM) formulations. However, zero
eigenvalue arises naturally due to the rigid body solution
in physics. The outcome is physically realizable.

For the biharmonic problem, we have the six
boundary integral equations for the plate subject to three
kinds of boundary conditions. We find that the mecha-
nism of degenerate scale of the clamped and simply-
supported cases of biharmonic problems are similar to
those of the Dirichlet problem of Laplace equation. By
employing the boundary integral equations for the two
boundary conditions, the former five approaches result
in degenerate scales and the last one (m — v formulation)
does not have any degenerate scales for constrained
problems. This fact agrees with the result that LM for-
mulation can solve the Dirichlet problem of Laplace
equation without any difficulty since the determinant of
the influence matrix is never zero [9, 11, 13]. For the free
case, the results are similar to the Neumann problem for
the Laplace equation. It is noted that there is a rigid body
solution for the Laplace problem subject to the Neumann
boundary condition. On the other hand, we have three
rigid body modes of the biharmonic problem for the free
case in both the continuous and discrete models.

3. Discussions for the number of degenerate scales

In Sect. 2, we have demonstrated the existence of the
degenerate scales which depends on the formulations
instead of the boundary conditions. Chen et al. [9] have
solved the degenerate scale problem for the Laplace
equation successfully as shown in Fig. 2. Here, we dis-
cuss the number of the degenerate scales in each for-
mulation for the clamped, simply-supported and free
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3-D view

0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4

a
Contour plot

(a) UT formulation

3-D view
(b) 1.M formulation

Fig. 2 3D and contour plots for the degenerate scale in the continuous
and discrete models for the Laplace equation (The dotted line is the
position that degenerate scales occur)

problems as shown in Table 1. We consider the damped
and simply-supported problems together since no
degenerate scale occurs in the free case. For the u — 0
formulation, we have only one degenerate scale with the
radius a which approaches e™! (1 + In(a) = 0) for any
value of the Poisson ratio v. We plot the graphs of
contour form and 3-D view for v (—1 < v < 0.5) and the
radius ¢ (0 < a < 1.2) as shown in Fig. 3(a). Let us
consider the contour plot of u — m formulation, we may
have two or three degenerate scales when v is fixed in
Fig. 3(b). For the u — v and 0 — m formulations, we have
one or two degenerate scales as shown in Figs. 3(c) and
(d), respectively. By using the 6 — v formulation, there is
only one degenerate scale occurs when v is fixed in Fig.
3(e). No degenerate scale occurs in the m — v formula-
tion as shown in Table 2 and Fig. 3(f). It is obvious to
find that we have at least one degenerate scale and have
three at most when using the boundary element method
except the m — v formulation. Furthermore, we find that
the occurring mechanism of degenerate scale depends on

0.8 Never zero

Contour plot

the Poisson ratio for the five formulations except u — 6
formulation. Briefly speaking, the m — v formulation is
free of degenerate scale in sacrifice of using more com-
plex kernels in a similar way of hypersingular formula-
tion (LM equation) for the Laplace problem. From this
study, we can predict the possible failure when using the
BIEM/BEM to solve plate problems in advance.

4. lllustrative examples
Case 1:

According to the dual formulation, we use the null-field
integral equations of Egs. (18) and (21) to derive the
analytical solution for the biharmonic problem in Fig. 4
[28] as follows:

Viu(x) =0,x € Q (62)
subject to the essential boundary conditions
u(x) =0,x € B (63)
u(x) [ -1,00 <0 < 0

n —{ 0,0, <0 <2m+0, B (64)
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Fig. 3 3D-plot and contour for the degenerate scale in the continuous e
and discrete models of biharmonic equation using the boundary u(x) = g + Z(gm cos(me) + hy, sin(me)),
integral equations =l

Ou(x . N, . o
where Q is a circular domain with radius a. The a(n) =4o+ Z(Qm cos(me) + hy, sin(me)),
boundary densities of u(x) and a%—S‘) are expanded in m=1

terms of Fourier series where the specified Fourier coefficients are
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(65)

(66)
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1
h = o (cosml; — cosmby).

(67)

1
* = —(sinmb; — sin m6
I mn( mo; mly),

By utilizing the null-field integral equation in conjunc-
tion with Fourier series and the series expansion in terms
of degenerate kernels for fundamental solutions, we can
derive the series solution. For simplicity, we choose
0o =7 and 0; = =*. By substituting the density functions
of Egs. (26) and (27) and expanding the fundamental
solution in terms of degenerate kernel into the null-field
integral equations, u — 6 formulation, the Fourier



43

Table 2 Relationship between the Laplace problem and biharmonic problem

Laplace problem Biharmonic problem
Governin
e V2u(x) =0 V4u(x) =0
equation
Fundamental 2
U(s,x)=In(r =
e (s,x) =In(r) U(s,x)=r"In(r)
Bounda Z
= e Dirichlet Neumann Clamped Simply-supported Free
condition
G =6 options C;_‘ =6 options C‘; =6 options
Formulation uT LM uT LM
u—0 | u—m|u—v| @—m| O—v | m—v | y-0 | u—m\|\u—v| @—m| f-v| m-v
Degenerate
In(a) =0 NA NA See Table 3-3 NA See Table 3-4 NA NA
scale
; ; Physically
Nontrivial | hematical Physically Mathematically realizabl Mathematically realizabl lizabl
Ol'l::l\'! eaitiis OK AT A I athema’ ‘ch -y 1:: 1zable OK a t_:md‘u.a y rt;a 1Zable OK 11':3 :bu:
Agece (spurious mode) (Rigid body mode) (psiiotiypiode) (pnetesbdel ¢ |§>1d ) Y
modes

coefficients for m(s) and v(s) in Eqgs. (18) and (19) are
obtained as shown below:

po = %’ (68)
pr = #, (69)
pm:Wsin%,m:Z,l... (70)
ap =0, (71)
ar = 7*2(7:; ) (72)

m = 22 +nirzn+mv) sin%, m=2,3,.... (73)

After obtaining the boundary densities, we substitute
them into the boundary integral equations to yield the
series solution

u(p. §) = g {2nla -

2y

2

8p™(a*> — p*) . mn
+Z poTE sm7cos(mqb)}. (74)

For purpose of comparison, the series solution can
also be derived by using the Trefftz method as follows
[15]:

u(x) = ag + bop® + i(cmp'" cos(m¢) + dyp™ sin(me))

m=1

3 (g™ 2 cos(mg) + ™ 2 sin(me)).  (75)

m=1

Ou(x

615)6) =2bp + Zlm(cmp’”’1 cos(me) + d,,p™ ' sin(me))

£ 3+ g™

m=1
sm(mq’))), (76)

where the a, b, ¢, d,, g, and h, are the unknown
coefficients. By substituting Eqs. (75) and (76) into the
boundary condition of Eq. (63), the unknown coeffi-
cients are obtained as

Lcos(me)

+ hwp™t

1
ap = Z? (77)
b ;1 (78)
0 — 4 )
1 . Mmm
Cm = %cos(mn) 51n(7), (79)
-1 mm
Gm = %cos(mn') sin(— > ), (80)
dy =h, =0. (81)
We have the field solution as follows:
u(x) =u(p,¢) = (1 —p’)
1 : mmn m+2
- ’; %cos(mn) sin (7> (p""* cos(me)
— p" cos(md)). (82)

Eq. (82) are found to be the same to Eq. (74). It is
interesting to find that the six Trefftz bases are all
imbedded in the series expansion in terms of degenerate
kernel for fundamental soluitons [15]. The exact solu-
tion was obtained in a different way by Mills [28] as
follows:
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Fig. 4 The chart of the biharmonic equation with the essential

boundary condition (Case 1)
1+ rtan 0, —06
l—r 2

)
(83)

u(r,0) = % (1-7%) [y + arctan<

1
— arctan < I

Fig. 5 Contour plots of biharmonic fields using degenerate kernels
and null-field integral equation

(c) BIEM (M=100)

where

(84)

0,0 —n<O0<Op+m
7= w0+ <0<0)+m.

We plot the results by using 20, 50 and 100 terms of the
series-form solution of Eq. (74) and find that the series
solution coverges well to the exact solution of Eq. (83) as
shown in Figs. 5(a), (b), (¢) and (d). It deserves to be
mentioned that the degenerate scale occurs when
1 +In(e) =0 in the continuous and discrete models
using the u — 0 formulation. In this case, we do not
observe the occurrence of the degenerate scale due to the
zero coeflicient of ay = % in Eq. (71) when m =0
even though @ = e~!. That 1s to say, we are fortunate to
solve the problem free of encountering the degenerate
scale problem due to the zero participation factor for the
spurious mode [14].

Case 2:

Let us consider the biharmonic problem subject to the
essential boundary condition as shown in Fig. 6

(d) Exact solution



HE;ID(‘FI,O(—Q <O0<oa+e€
2at+e <O<P—e¢

u(x) = ¥+17ﬁ—6<9<ﬂ+6 (85)
0,f+e<B<a—e¢
Ou(x)

We choose o =§, f ==, € = ¢; = 35. By using the null-

field integral equation (# — 0 formulation) in conjunc-
tion with the series expansion in terms of degenerate
kernel, we have

2R*(1+1Inp)+2p*np —4R(1+1Inp)
284 2p(1+21n p) =4R

Cree

(87)

Fig. 6 Biharmpnic problem (Case 2)

u(x)=2
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[p(1+21n p)+%

3
—Rp(1+21n p)—g—p
3+21np) -3

~R(3+21np) + £,

(88)

(m+2)(m — DR> — m(m + 1)p?
—m(m +2)(m — 1)R* + m(m + 1)(m — 2)p?

(89)

For simplicity, the Poisson ratio is assumed to be
v=0.3. In Eq. (88), we find the occurrence of the
degenerate scale when the radius a approaches e~!
(I +1In(a) = 0) using the u — 0 formulation. Similarly,
the occurrence of degenerate scale when using the other
five formulations is shown in Fig. 7. Good agreement is
made.

5. Conclusions
In this paper, we employed the null-field integral equa-

tion in conjunction with Fourier series and the series
expansion in terms of degenerate kernel for fundamental

y
A

-«

&

+1

u(x)=

a—-g <0<a+g

u(x)= +1

p—e<l@<pf+e

p-0
&

v
"

u(x)=0

0, 0<é@<2x
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Fig. 7 Determinant versus the radius a using the BIEM/BEM for a

solutions to derive the degenerate scales of plate prob-
circular plate problem (v = 0.3)

lem for the circular plate. The continuous and discrete
models were both considered by using the direct BIEM



(continuous model) and direct BEM (discrete model),
respectively.

The occurrence of degenerate scales not only depends
on the formulation that we choose but also on the
Poisson’s ratio. The degenerate scales of the Laplace and
biharmonic problems are also compared with. We have
only one rigid body mode of Laplace equation when
using the UT or LM formulation for the Neumann
problem but have three rigid body modes of bihamonic
equation using the six boundary integral formulations
for the free problem. Futhermore, we have determined
the number of degenerate scales in each formulation.
For the former five boundary integral formulations, we
have at least one degenerate scale and have three at
most. Regarding to the m — v formulation, the degen-
erate scales disappear for constrained problems but rigid
body modes are present for free problems. That is to say,
we can adopt it to solve the biharmonic equation with-
out any risk of degenerate scales in sacrifice of more
complex kernels.

Appendix A Degenerate kernels for the sixteen kernel
functions

Ul'(s,x)=p>(1+InR)+R*InR—Rp(1+21InR)

Zlm(n11+1)

m=

+ 3 smenercosim(0— $)R2 p

cos(0—¢)— COS[ (0—)]

U(s,x) =} UE(s,x)=R*(1+Inp)+p*Inp

—pR(1+21np)cos(0—¢)

- i m(mlH)Rmzcos[ (0—9)]

+ zzm(m1 1)/)’13’”12(308[ (8_4))]7,0 >R

Ul(s,x) =2p(1+In R) —R(1 +2 In R)

cos(0 — ¢) —

Un(s,x) = { UE(s,x) =&+ p(1 +2In p)
2 In p)cos(0 — ¢)

+ iﬁﬁ,ﬁ, cos[m(0 — ¢)]

G ercosm(0 = ¢)], p > R

|
el
3

Upn(s,x) =

U,(s,x) =

By(s,x) =
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1+v)(1+1InR)
+z%zmcos[ (0 - ¢)]

S

~

—~
=

=
~—

I

Do

— o~

+(3+21Inp)
— 2 (1 +v)cos(0 — ¢)

+zi’"“ S cos[m(0 — ¢).p > R

Ul (s,x) = i(m 4—my)2tcosm(0— ¢)
+ i m(1 fv)g%jcos[mw— d),R>p
m=2
Uy (s,x) =2+ Zlfn(v— 1)%008["1(9—(?)]

+Z( my+m-+4)Jrcos[m(0— )], p>R

@l(sx) R+ ( 211’1R) (3+21HR)
cos(0 — ¢) + Z}ImLHRMf cos[m(0 — )]
- img;n—szf,’”l cos[m(0 — §)),R > p
©F(s,x) = 2R(1 +In p) = p(1 +2 In p)
cos(0 — @) — Z ,'”mel B cos[m(0 — )]
+§¢1 oslm(0 — ¢)).p > R

— > m20 cos[m(0 — )], R > p
O (s,x) = X —(3+21np)cos(0 — ¢)
; ;m—ﬁﬁfﬂi coslm(0 — )

— 3 B2 coslm(0 — ). p > R

Ly —1)=2(1+v)cos(0 — ¢)
)(v = 1) B cos[m(0 — )]

[m(1—v) —2(1 + )] &2

+
2
)
_|_
[\ 9]

5
I

+
NgE

3
||

o
- d))]a p> R

(@)
]
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O,(s,x)

M(s,x) =

My(s,x) =

M, (s,x) =

M(s,x) = (v = 1) 5+ (v+3) +2(v+ 1)
InR-— (v+l)2”cos( — +§(V—l)
fcoslm(0 — )] + 3 ™ 2“+‘>Rm
cos[m(0 — qS)],Rme ’

ME(s, x)—2( v)(1+1n p)
—i-mZI—VH)R cos[m(0 — ¢)]

+ 3 (1= ) B cosim(0 — ¢)],p > R

m=2

M! o(s,x) = F—

2p0—1)

— 2 cos(0 — ¢)

S (= 1)+ 2) 25 cosim(0 — )]

m=1

+ 3 (1 =) = 21+ )]
cos[m(6 — ¢),R > p
M (s, x) = 2“,,*‘* = 2 (m(v—1)
=2(v+ 1)) Frrcosim(0 - 4)) + X [(1 )
(—m+2)] % = —cos[m(0 — @), p
Mj (o) = 254 S m(y = 1) = 2(v 4 1)

(m+1)(1— v)R’,’n—:cos[m(() — )]

+ i(l — ) (m = Dm(1 = v) = 2(v+ 1)]
7 cos[m(0 — @)],R > p
ME(s,x) = 2(v;z—1) + i [m(v—1)

—2(v+1)](m
[m(l —v) =2
p>R

V(s,x) =

Vo(s,x) =

o0

2, mim

=1

M;(s,x) = + 11 =v)[m(1 =)

4] fctcosfm(0 - )] + 35 (1)

m(m — 1)[m(1 —v) —
cos[m(0 — ¢)],R > p

—2(v+ 1)]

)m—3
2(1 4+ )] &

ME(s,0) = 3 m(m -+ 1)(1 = v)fm(r 1)

" cosm(0 - ¢>]+§<1—v>

m(m —1)[m(1 —v) + 4] 5 cos[m(0 — §)],

p>R
V(5.6) = o 3 m(v= 1) feczeosin(0 — )
+ 35 nt 4 m) eosln(0 - 9)).R > 5
VE(s,x) = - [m(1—v) — 4] 2

R"3

cosim(0— §)] + 3 m

m=2
cos[m(0 — ¢)],p > R

l—v)

Fi(s.x) = > m(m+ 2)(v — 1) b
m=1
cos[m(0 — ¢)] + i m(m+4 — mv) 1‘;2—:
m=2
cos[m(0 — ¢)|,R > p

2+ 1)) focoslm(0 — )]
+ im(m C 1)1 = v)m(1 = v) + 4] 2

cos[m(0 — ¢),R > p

V;f(S7x) = i m(m+ 1)(1 — v)[m“ _ V)
_4]p+zCOS[ (0 ¢]+Zz m—l)
(1= lm(1 =) =20+ 1] 5

cos[m(6 — ¢)],p >R



ils,x) = R=p
VE(s.x) = 3 mm 1) (1= v)m(1 —)
) rcos(m(0 = )] + 3 m(m 1)
(1= )[m(1 = v) + 4] & coslm(0 — )]
p>R

It is noted that the properties of series expansion in
terms of degenerate kernel should be taken care when p
is equal to R. The discussions for p = R are shown be-
low:

(1) The kernels (U, ®y, M,,, V,) are symmetric since
p =R and p = R~ result in the same expression of
p=R.

(2) The Uy, ® and M kernels are continuous when x
moves across the boundary. Therefore, the interior
kernel is equal to the exterior one when R is equal to

.

(3) For the other kernels, they have free terms when x
moves across the boundary. We can not say any-
thing at p = R since the potential is not continuous
[16].
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